
Thanksgiving
Dr. C.J. Sodergren, LBI 

n due time the Pres i dent of our coun try and the Gov er -
nors of our states will call on us to ob serve
Thanksgiving Day.  Gov er nor Brad ford de creed such a
day in 1621 and Gen eral Oglethorpe was the first of fi -

cially to set aside the day in 1735.  Abra ham Lin coln uni -
ver sal ized the cel e bra tion by Proc la ma tion.  

Some of these calls have been like ser mons to the na -
tion, full of the spirit of true de vo tion.  Oth ers have been
rather per func tory, worded in the tone of mere “re li gion,”
with some pass ing ref er ence to “Al mighty God.”  In any
event, we should be de voutly grate ful as a na tion that the
sum mons co mes at all to day to as sem ble in our churches
and homes for the pur pose of ren der ing united praise to God 
for His many mer cies to us.  With the sum mer and fall har -
vest in mind, the stress will be on tem po ral bless ings.  And
there is suf fi cient oc ca sion for the cus tom.  Es pe cially in
view of the priv i leges we still en joy, as com pared with the
pres ent ex pe ri ences of other na tions across both oceans. 

That we may meet at all for di vine wor ship, un mo lested
and in per fect se cu rity; and that our pas tors are free to
preach the Gos pel; and that men, women and chil dren may
unite in hymns of grate ful praise to the Giver for the fa vors
we en joy, is in cen tive enough for re spond ing to these be -
hests. 

We know that many, too many, will pay lit tle or no at -
ten tion.  Of course, The “ crowd “ will con tinue in its self ish
in dif fer ence. “God is not in all their thoughts.”  Their chief
in ter est will be the tur key on the ta ble, till it has been re -
duced to a mere skel e ton of its for mer self, af ter which a
card deck, a movie, or a dance, will oc cupy their at ten tion. 
Oth ers at the op po site end of priv i lege will have no bird to

carve, and in their dis con tent will only grum ble at their
lot, though we should not for get that dis ap point ment
may at times hit so hard that they break our springs.  The 
fact re mains that the ma jor ity of our cit i zenry will not
spend an hour in the house of God nor in any way ac -
knowl edge in their homes the debt they owe to our Cre -
ator and Pro vider for days of peace and daily bread. 

There are in deed many things for which we can not
be grate ful, such as crime, cost ing our coun try 500 mil -
lion dol lars more each year than all our churches, ed u ca -
tional in sti tu tions and char i ties put to gether; the sui cide
of 17,500 peo ple; the un em ploy ment of more than 20
mil lion; bloody wars; the mad race of war lords and ar -
ma ment mak ers; the fear ful rav ages of the li quor in ter -
ests and their vic tims on the roads and in the dens of
in famy; the seeth ing mul ti tude hell-bent for-profit and
sen sual plea sure.  (Ed i tor: The num bers are much
higher, but not much else has changed in the world, sin
still rav ishes the pop u la tion.) 

It is also dif fi cult for thought ful and de vout souls of
the com fort able mid dle class to thank God that we are
not like other men in the pres ent sit u a tion.  It re minds us
of the Phar i see in the tem ple.  He in deed thanked God
for self-righ teous ness, but we are fear ful lest the same
spirit may pos sess us in re gard to the good things with
which we are sig nif i cantly blest.  We may for get the
heart ache and mis ery of many of those who are pro vid -
ing us with all this and con grat u late our selves that we
are not re duced to their hope less level and liv ing on their 
beg garly fare.  A hur ried glance into sweat shops, tex tile
mills, mines, and the huts of share crop pers tones down
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our songs of praise.  We ac -
cept the ben e fits of our po si -
tion, but is there not
some thing more that ought
to en ter into our thanks -
giving?  Should not our lives
show forth our praise?  We
know that our mere pres ence
as wor ship ers in the churches
is not ac cept able to God if
there is no re pen tance in the
heart of the na tion and no at -
tempt to cor rect the evils of
our civ i li za tion.  Lip ser vice
is not thanksgiving.  Con fes -
sion of sin co mes first. Then a 
united ef fort, in spired by the
Spirit of Christ, to re spond to 
what we know is His re -
vealed will with ref er ence to
our breth ren in the world, at
home and abroad. 

Thanksgiving Day should
be a day of search ing of
hearts and of set ting our
hands to obey God, that His
king dom may come and that
His will may be done on
earth as it is in heaven.

The Bible Banner,
November 1940

Ed i tor:  I was con victed by
this ar ti cle, too many times
in the past I have treated
Thanksgiving as just a day
off, and not given it the rev -
er ence it de serves.  Truly we
have so much to give thanks
for, es pe cially the Sal va tion
we have in Christ.  
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“Yes, But Not Yet”
 By Ole Hallesby 

And it hap pened while they were walk ing on the
road, when one said to him, “I will fol low you wher ever
you go,” And Je sus said to him, “The foxes have caves,
and the birds of heaven have nests, but the Son of man
has no where to lay his head.”  He said to an other, “Fol -
low me,” but he said, “Lord first al low me to go away and 
bury my fa ther.”  But He said to him, “Let the dead bury
their dead, but go away and pro claim the king dom of
God.”  An other also said, “I will fol low You, Lord. But
first, al low me to say good bye to them back home.”  But
Je sus said to him, “No one who lays his hand on the plow
and looks back is fit for the king dom of God.” (Luke
9:57-62).  

We don’t hear much about these three.  We don’t
even hear their names.  Nor how they fared.  But we shall
see them again be fore the White Throne Judg ment.  And
whether they were saved or lost, we shall see that the
most im por tant page in the his tory of their lives was writ -
ten that day.  Be cause they met Je sus.  “While they were
walk ing on the road,” it says.  An un for get ta ble piece of
road.  And an un for get ta ble con ver sa tion with Je sus. 
Many wished they had lived then.  For they be lieve that
then it would have been eas ier to be come a Chris tian.  I
don’t think that de sire is well in formed.  It was cer tainly
harder to fol low Je sus back then than it is to day. 

 And there is no dif fi culty in meet ing Je sus now.  He
co mes as we walk on the road and starts talk ing to us.  We 
did n’t ask him for a meet ing, but he came any way.  I am
glad to think that there is not one of my lis ten ers to whom
Je sus has not spo ken.  How do I know?  I know that from
the Bi ble.  There I see how great and good God is.  

And it’s so ob vi ous that we know who’s talk ing to us
and what He wants.  My dear un con verted friends, you
have ex pe ri enced much more with God than you have
told any man.  You have ex pe ri enced strange mo ments
per haps in the midst of your daily hus tle and bus tle, holy
mo ments.  You did n’t want them, but you could n’t stop
them.  It was God who touched your thought less and
care less soul.  And then it was like shells fall ing from
your eyes.  You saw your whole life in a whole new light.  
There were fail ures and fail ures through out, and you felt
as if the ground sank be neath your feet and a burn ing
long ing came upon you.  I know, you sim ply longed for
God, to lay your trou bled head and sick heart upon God. 
He who cre ated you, and re deemed you, and called you,
and fol lowed you. 

 Then you saw it so clearly, that no man had to tell
you, I will never be well, un til I am well with God.  But

then you saw one more thing just as clear: I’ll never get
along well with God un til I get this set tled with God.  The 
three we read about in the text, there are sev eral fea tures
in the story that show that they were good-hearted and
kind, but prone to not make com mit ments.  They had
good res o lu tions and plans, but they were afraid of the
choice, es pe cially to choose im me di ately. 

 I’m sure I’m speak ing to many to night who know
they are un con verted.  You know if you plunged dead to
the floor at this mo ment, you’d plunge right into hell! 

You want to be con verted by the time you die, but
you will not re pent now.  Do you know that Sa tan also
preaches re pen tance?  Yes, he of ten preaches from the
Bi ble.  When he tempted Je sus in the wil der ness, he be -
gan by say ing: It is writ ten. And then he quoted an en tire
verse from the Old Tes ta ment.  When he preaches re pen -
tance, he says: It is writ ten that you must re pent, or you
will go to hell.  But — Sa tan al ways says — it’s not ur -
gent.  Not now later!  This is surely Sa tan’s fin est trick. 

He makes men be lieve they will re pent - soon.  It
gives them the cour age to live unrepentantly.  How can
you, who are un re pen tant, lie down qui etly to sleep at
night?  If you could ask those who are now in eter nal
dam na tion if they had not wanted to con vert, I think most 
peo ple would an swer: Yes, we would.  But then why did
they per ish?   They thought, no hurry.  

Now hear how Je sus preaches re pen tance.  That’s
what this text says more clearly than most oth ers. Je sus
said to them, “Fol low me. And they said yes, but they
added: – let me first – that is, later.  No, Je sus said, “not
later, now.”  One asked to say good bye to them at home,
and the other asked to go home and bury his fa ther.  Yes,
you could say Je sus was hard. Love is hard, when it sees
that the be loved is in mor tal dan ger with out even know -
ing it.  Je sus saw that for these two it was now or never. 
And then He de manded a de ci sion on the spot. 

 To night, I stand here in Christ’s place.  You think it’s
bold speech.  Yes, I would never dare say it, if it were n’t
in the Bi ble:  We are mes sen gers in the place of Christ. 
And now I should ask you in Christ’s place to re pent now
where you sit.  Yes, you say, but it can’t be that fast and
easy, can it?  To that, I will re ply with a pic ture.  Sup pose
you got se ri ously ill last night.  You go to a doc tor.  He
said it was acute ap pen di ci tis and you needed im me di ate
sur gery. “No,” you said, “I don’t want sur gery.” “Then
you will die," the doc tor said.  “For if your ap pen dix
bursts it will poi son your whole body and then you will
die.” 

 So, you de cide to have sur gery.  When you ar rive at
the hos pi tal, what do you think the se nior con sul tant will
ask you?  Will he ask If you un der stand how your ap pen -
dix works?  No. Will he ask, If you un der stand the sur -
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gery we need to do?  No.  He will want to know only one 
thing: whether you will have the sur gery or not.  Will
you have the sur gery?  If you say yes, then he will pre -
pare you for the op er a tion.  He is go ing to op er ate. 
You’re ly ing on the op er at ing ta ble like a liv ing corpse. 
They have numbed you so thor oughly that you don’t
know or feel any thing.  And to be ab so lutely sure that
you are not go ing to in ter vene in the op er a tion, he se -
cures your hands and feet.  He’s the one op er at ing,
you’re the one be ing op er ated on. 

 Here I see, as if in a flash of light ning, how it goes
to be saved.  It is Je sus, the phy si cian of the soul who
saves you.  He does n’t need any help from you.  But you
must de cide if you want to, if you want to have sur gery.  

Do you know there’s some thing God can’t do for
you?  He could be come hu man for your sake, He could
suf fer for you, and He could die for you, but He could
not choose for you.  You must do that your self.  But
note: It is not your choice that saves you, any more than
it is your choice to have sur gery that saves your life.  It’s
the sur geon who op er ates that saves your life, but he
must have your yes.  It is the Sav ior who saves you. 

 From the mo ment you put your self in the hands of
the great healer, you are al ready saved.  To be saved, you 
just need to be a sin ner who re pents of all known sin,
yes, go to Je sus with all your guilt and shame.  The mo -
ment you give Him your yes, He does the mir a cle with
you.  Then He of fers His fin ished sal va tion.  He spreads
the for give ness of sins to your pres ent and past sins. 
Then He gives you what you so des per ately long for, He
gives you peace.  Peace with God, peace with your con -
science, peace in life, and peace in death.  And then He
gives you a new mind that will re pent and con fess all
that you know to be sin and that will fight against all
your be loved se cret sins. 

 Here is a spe cial word for you who think you have
com mit ted such a hei nous sin that you think God would
never let you ap proach Him for for give ness.  Hear
God’s own word: “The blood of the Son of Je sus Christ
cleanses from all sin.”  Even my weak-willed and in de -
ci sive sins.  Now you’ve been think ing and pon der ing
and long ing long enough for God.  Now you need to act.  
Now com mit your self to God and deal with Him to day. 
And then to mor row wit ness to your friends. Tell them
that your sins have be come so un bear able that you could 
not live with out God’s amaz ing grace.

  Hallesby’s radio sermon
from:http://bibelfellesskapet.net/~bibelf5/index.php/

forkynnelse/artikler/126-ole-hallesbys-radiotale-fra-1953

Trans lated from Nor we gian by the ed i tor with the
help of Google Trans late, (Na tional Broad cast Ra dio
Ser mon – Dec 1953), From Wikipedia:  In 1953, a ra dio

speech by Hallesby caused a ma jor de bate in Nor way on 
the ex is tence of hell.   

The speech was con demned on the front page of
Dagbladet the fol low ing day, and crit i cisms were raised
against NRK for host ing Hallesby’s speech.  NRK re -
sponded that since there was a state church, they had to
ac cept it as it was.  Within the church, the de bate ig nited
a con flict be tween lib eral and lit eral in ter pre ta tions of
the Bi ble.  The bishop of Hamar, Kristian Schjelderup
was the main spokes per son for the lib eral side who ar -
gued that the dam na tion of hell was in com pat i ble with a
re li gion of love.  Most of the church sup ported
Hallesby’s view of hell, though some did not sup port the 
word ing in his speech.

Dif fer ences be tween Haugeanism and Piet ism

Haugeanism by: M.O. Wee, Copy right 1919

The dif fer ences be tween the two move ments are ev -
i dent.  “The anti-piet ist ic el e ment in Haugeanism con -
sists in this, that it strongly and fer vently em pha sizes
Chris tian life in its ac tiv ity and strife, rather than in its
rest and tran quil ity.  As the pietists saw their ideal in be -
ing quiet, in tro spec tive, al ways look ing up ward, while
their earthly tasks were ei ther dis taste ful or, at any rate,
irk some and wea ri some; so the Haugeans were thor -
oughly prac ti cal men with a keen sense for the eco nom i -
cal, a de sire for ac tiv ity which at times and in places
went too far, as sum ing a strong sem blance to the wor -
ship of mam mon.”  Haugeans have, for this rea son, as -
sumed lead ing po si tions along all lines of ac tiv ity, from
the fish er man’s boat to the house of par lia ment, and
from the time of the mem o ra ble gath er ing at Eids vold
(Ed i tor:Birth place of the Nor we gian con sti tu tion) down 
to the pres ent day.

“Marriage is like taking two rough
stones and putting them together in
your pocket.  20 years later you take
them out and they are both nice and
smooth because they have knocked

the rough edges off each other.”

From a Godly woman who was married 
for 61 years.
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Ed i to rial
Wayne Almlie

Testimony
“Let the Re deemed of the Lord say so.” (Psalm 107:2)

I had some time in Au gust to go through some
cop ies of the “Morn ing Glory” go ing back to the early
40’s.   One thing that stuck out to me was that in al most 
ev ery is sue, when people sent in gifts for the min is try,
they would of ten in clude a tes ti mony.  What a bless ing 
it was to read the tes ti mo nies of those saints who have
prob a bly passed on to their re ward.  Would you con -
sider bless ing and en cour ag ing all the read ers of the
“Morn ing Glory” by send ing us a tes ti mony that we
could in clude in an up com ing is sue?  Let me give you
a cou ple ex am ples from April of 1951.

Found and Saved

The Lord found me and saved me three years ago
this com ing April.  “He who co mes unto me I will in
no wise cast out.” 

I did not know the way of sal va tion, never know -
ing that Je sus died for us all.  I thought just the good
peo ple went to heaven.  When the spirit of God called
me, I did n’t know it was God call ing.  I started in my
own strength to live better, but it got worse.  I went
strug gling within.  We were in vited to come to spe cial
meet ings in our church and I shall never for get when
the spirit of God broke me down and the need to get
saved was great.  My life was changed.  “Old things
have passed away, be hold, all things are new.”  I have
had many strug gles and doubts in my Chris tian life,
but Je sus is my light and strength. 

I’m thank ful that my hus band has ex pe ri enced sal -
va tion too. En closed re new als; rest for fund. 

Mrs. Percy Halsne, Wil liams, Ia. 
————

Loved His Ap pearing

Dear Morn ing Glory Friends: Paul sends es pe -
cially to those of the house hold of God greet ings in
Romans 8:1, “There is there fore now no con dem na -
tion to them which are in Christ Je sus, who walk not
af ter the flesh but af ter the spirit.”  How good it is to
rest in the fin ished work of the Cross, and to have that
joy and peace that passes all un der stand ing. 

There was a time in my life that I feared to meet

God, be cause I knew I was lost.  But how thank ful I am 
now that I know I am saved.  I John 3:14, “We know
that we have passed from death unto life be cause we
love the breth ren.”  Heb. 9:28 says, “Unto them that
look for His ap pear ing He shall ap pear the sec ond
time.”  The ques tion to day is, “Are you look ing for His 
ap pear ing, or are you fear ing it?”  God grant that we
pre pare to meet our God; and with joy ful hearts await
His re turn.  Time waits for no man. 

I am thank ful for the Morn ing Glory and the bless -
ing it has been to me.  It is a joy to read the per sonal
tes ti mo nies and other ar ti cles.  Es pe cially have I been
in ter ested in the mes sages from the Eiklis’ and
Gronning’s.  It is good to hear how they are get ting
along.  We need to be much in prayer for them and oth -
ers, that many souls will be won for Him while it is yet
day.  En closed is a re newal and gift for Fed er a tion. 

May the Lord con tinue to bless you all richly and
con tinue your work to go for ward un til His com ing.  

Alvin Larson, Badger, Iowa. 

Ed i tor: I never had to chance to meet Alvin, I did
know a brother and a sis ter, who were mem bers of
Hauge Lu theran Church in Gold field when I served
there start ing in 2005. What a Godly her i tage that
Fam ily had and left be hind. It was a joy to serve them
as pas tor.

————

Here is my tes ti mony

“And they over came him (Sa tan) by the blood of
the Lamb and by the word of their tes ti mony.” (Rev
12:11)  

This is my tes ti mony of how I came to Faith in Je -
sus Christ as my Lord and Sav ior.  

I was born at the hos pi tal in Hillsboro, North Da -
kota.  Growing up we lived for a cou ple of years each
at Grandin, ND, and Ada and Shelly MN.  Then when
I was six, Dad took a job with an agri-builder in Fargo
and bought 5 acres of land with a house just to the east
of Hendrum, MN, and that’s where we were for the
next 15 years.  
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 The Pas tor there at Hendrum was Elmer Anhalt.  I
never re al ized how for tu nate we were to have that man 
of God as our pas tor un til af ter I grad u ated from Bi ble
School and tried to find a Lu theran Church that had
life in it.  I grew up think ing that what was there at Im -
man uel Lu theran Church in Hendrum was what ev ery -
body that went to Lu theran Churches had.  Boy was I
in for a rude awak en ing.  

 Pas tor Anhalt preached the Gos pel; I don’t think
he ever preached a ser mon that I can re mem ber where
the theme of re pen tance and the need to com mit your -
self to Je sus as Lord and Sav iour were not a part of it. 
He would bring in the LEM (Lu theran Evan ge lis tic
Move ment), for a week of evan ge lis tic meet ings.  In
the sum mer he would bring in a LEM youth min is try
team for a week to min is ter to the youth.

 It was at one of the Evan ge lis tic meet ings at our
church with Pas tor Ster ling John son where the Holy
Spirit first showed me my need for re pen tance and
showed me that it was n’t enough to sim ply be lieve that 
God was.  Yes, I had al ways be lieved.  From my ear li -
est mem o ries I had be lieved.  But at this time, prob a -
bly around 13-14 years old, God was tell ing me that it
was n’t enough to be lieve he ex isted, but that I needed
to re pent of my sins and fol low Him as Lord.   

 Now I did what so many have done be fore me,
and since.  I told God no.  He was n’t go ing to be Lord. 
I wanted to do what I wanted to do.  I wanted to have
fun, I wanted to be liked, to be pop u lar, and to be pop u -
lar you had to hang around cer tain peo ple and do cer -
tain things and use cer tain lan guage.  

Around 1970, there was a stir ring of the spirit that
took place with some of the youth of Hendrum and
Perley.  In the win ter/spring of 1970, four young men
pro fessed faith in Je sus and started shar ing their faith
with class mates and the com mu nity.  Three of these
young men were still in high school, and they started
meet ing reg u larly for Bi ble study and prayer, just the
four of them ini tially.  But soon the Lord started to add
oth ers to the small fel low ship of liv ing Chris tians.  

I was not yet saved, I was still liv ing in re bel lion,
par ty ing and drink ing with my friends, but God had
got ten my at ten tion again.  Even though I was not
saved, I went to many of these gath er ings, partly out of 
cu ri os ity, and partly be cause there was a girl that at -
tended that I was in ter ested in.   

 These kids had a bur den for their lost friends too. 
In the sum mer of 1971 they, with the help and bless ing

of Pas tor Halverson of the Lu theran Church in Perley,
or ga nized an Evan ge lism Cru sade to be held at the
Perley Hall.  It was on ei ther Au gust 20th or 21st, I
don’t re mem ber for sure.  They ad ver tised it on a lo cal
Ra dio Sta tion, and they filled the place.  Perley is six
miles from Hendrum.

 The meet ing was com pletely youth led.  It was a
se ries of songs and tes ti mo nies.  Kids tes ti fy ing of
changed lives, for give ness of sin, no lon ger afraid of
death be cause they have the as sur ance that they are
heaven bound.  Then Pas tor Halverson gave an al tar
call.  I don’t re mem ber that any one went for ward.  I
know that the Spirit was try ing to push some one for -
ward, but like be fore I re sisted, and went home un -
changed.  But God was still deal ing with me.  I tried to
go to sleep, but I could not find rest.  Finally, around
two o’clock in the morn ing I slipped out of bed, got on
my knees and prayed, I fi nally sur ren dered to Je sus.  I
can tes tify that I did not feel the earth shake, I did n’t
have an an gel vis i ta tion, but I knew I was saved.  And
look ing back I can see that from that mo ment I was
born again, I was a new cre ation with new de sires and
a new mo ti va tion to serve God, to read His word and to 
fel low ship with other Chris tians.  

 This was right be fore my se nior year in high
school.  What a bless ing those first cou ple years were,
the fel low ship we had.  We would just meet on our
own.  Those were the days when the churches left their 
doors open.  And we would gather a cou ple times a
week some times in the church base ment, other times
out at a be liever’s home in the coun try, and we would
tes tify to each other of what God had been do ing in our 
lives and what He was show ing us in his word. 

 I mar vel at the priv i lege that was mine to grow up
there and to be a part of that true move of God.  This
would have been right at the tail end of the “Je sus Peo -
ple” Move ment.  Granted in many places and in many
ways The “Je sus Peo ple” re vival was a shal low move -
ment, but yet God had his fruit through it.  That was
the last gen eral move of the Spirit that this coun try has
seen. Granted there have been pock ets of re vival at
var i ous churches or Uni ver sities, but no gen eral mov -
ing of the Spirit in re vival in over 50 years.
May the Lord do an other mighty work in us in these
last days be fore He re turns.



From Our Fellowship Circle

E. G. Stony Plain, Al berta, Canada
Dear be liev ers, keep up the good work.  We have an evil
world.  In the love of Je sus.

B. R. La Crosse, WI
I am read ing Spirit and Power from the online site and am 
well im mersed in it.  I would love to re ceive the re print of
it of fered at $12.00.  I am en clos ing a check and my ad -
dress.  Thank You.  God Bless.

D&M. G. Viroqua, WI
En closed is a gift in honor of Rodney Stueland’s min is -
try.  We’re thank ful for his fel low ship in the Gos pel.

C.H. Inver Grove Heights, MN
Thank you for stay ing True to Scrip ture.  God bless you
and all who make Morn ing Glory and are pro claim ing
God’s Word.

Re sisting the Devil

“Fear not the things which thou art about to suf fer, be -
hold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison,
that ye may be tried; and ye shall have trib u la tion ten
days.  Be thou faith ful un til death, and I will give thee

the crown of life” (Rev. 2:10).

These words con tain part of a mes sage which the Lord 
Je sus sent to the church at Smyrna.  The con gre ga tion
must have been gripped by these words when they were
read to them the first time.  This let ter told sev eral things
about their arch en emy, the devil, that are well worth our
ob ser va tion also. 

The devil is al ways on hand.  Once when Je ho vah
asked him where he had been, he said, “From go ing to and
fro in the earth, and from walk ing up and down in it” (Job
1:7).  “To and fro” is right!  He misses no one.  For he “as a
roar ing lion, walketh about, seek ing whom he may de -
vour” (I Pe ter 5:8).  We praise God he can not de vour ev -
ery body, for our God has made pro vi sion for His peo ple. 
He can, how ever, try them se verely.

The devil has power.  “The devil is about to cast some
of you into prison.”  His power is sur passed only by that of 
our God.  No hu man be ing or group of hu man be ings can
with stand him.  His power is so great that all who fight him 
in their own strength are de feated.  His power has over -
come many.  Only those who seek their strength in the
Lord Je sus can stand.  There fore, “Put on the whole ar mor

of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of
the devil” (Eph. 6:11).  We praise God that there is an ar -
mor from God that Sa tan can not pierce.

The devil is used to test God’s peo ple – “that ye may
be tried.”  All God’s chil dren are tried and tested.  In fact,
that is the way they grow.  There fore, the Lord has told us
how to meet these tri als.  “Count it all joy, my breth ren,
when ye fall into man i fold temp ta tions; know ing that the
prov ing of your faith worketh pa tience.  And let pa tience
have its per fect work, that ye may be per fect and en tire,
lack ing in noth ing” (James 1:2-4).  Of course, the devil
does not ex pect God’s chil dren to ac cept tri als and temp ta -
tions with joy.  He aims rather to make them dis cour aged
and cause them to grum ble.  Then he has suc ceeded in ac -
com plish ing his end.  On the other hand, God has made it
pos si ble to de feat Sa tan with re joic ing, for “the joy of Je -
ho vah is your strength” (Neh. 8:10).

The devil’s time is lim ited.  “Ye shall have trib u la tion
ten days.”  When a per son is in the midst of a se vere trial, it 
seems that there is no end to it.  How ever, that is the way
we feel.  Ten days can seem like eter nity when Sa tan is af -
ter us.  But then how good to know, “I can do all things in
him that strength ened me” (Phil. 4:13).  Temp ta tion and
tri als, even though they seem long, have an end.  There -
fore, we are told, “Re sist the devil, and he will flee from
you” (James 4:7).  It is good to re mem ber at a time of test -
ing that Sa tan can be with stood.  “Re sist him, firm in your
faith, know ing that the same suf fer ings are ac com plished
in your breth ren who are in the world” (I Pe ter 5:9).

The devil can be with stood even un til death. “Be thou
faith ful un til death.”  How we should praise God for this
pro vi sion!  Not even death can sep a rate a child of God
from his Sav iour.  “Nay, in all these things we are more
than con quer ors through him that loved us” (Rom. 8:37). 
Those who with stand Sa tan un til the end shall re ceive a
crown.  “I will give thee the crown of life.”  No won der Sa -
tan is af ter a child of God.  He would rob him of his crown.  
The way to the crown is through the val ley of tri als and
test ings.  When you are tried and tested se verely, take
cour age, you are on the right road.  Re mem ber, you are
deal ing with a de feated foe.  Keep your eyes on Je sus. 
There are only a few more steps, and you will be safely
home.  The Fa ther’s house with its many man sions stands
open to you.  Our text started with the words, “Fear not.”
With these words we end our med i ta tion: “Fear not, lit tle
flock; for it is your Fa ther’s good plea sure to give you the
king dom” (Luke 12:32).

Rev. Maynard Force, Evangelize, February 1950
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 Believable …Yet unbelievable.

From the “End Times Headlines”

If you grew up in early 2000s youth groups, then
you’re likely fa mil iar with the 1990s Chris tian band,
“Caedmon’s Call.”  But what you’re likely not fa mil iar
with is the band’s lead singer Derek Webb “de cons truct -
ing” — and putt ing out a song prais ing drag queens.

The song is called “Boys Will Be Girls” and fea -
tures his friend drag queen “Flamy Grant.” Webb says
he no lon ger iden ti fies as a Chris tian but rather as a pro -
gres sive.

Ed i tor: If you want to know about pro gres sive Chris -
tian ity, go to Sep tem ber’s is sue of the Morn ing Glory
and read Jim Haga’s ex cel lent ar ti cle.  You can find that
on our web page:  haugeinnermission.com. 

Fired For Christians Beliefs

Ohio Right to Life fired the or ga ni za tion’s com mu -
ni ca tions di rec tor af ter Re pub li can Jew ish Con gress -
man Max Miller pub licly ac cused her of big otry ear lier
this week in re sponse to her pro claim ing her faith in Je -
sus Christ on so cial me dia.

“There’s no hope for any of us out side of hav ing
faith in Je sus Christ alone,” Eliz a beth “Lizzie” Marbach 
posted Tues day af ter noon on ‘X’ for merly known as
Twit ter.

Twenty-five min utes later, Miller, whose wife, Em -
ily Moreno Miller, serves on the Board of Ohio Right to
Life, called her state ment “big oted” and de manded she
take it down.  “This is one of the most big oted tweets I
have ever seen.  De lete it, Lizzie. Re li gious free dom in
the United States ap plies to ev ery re li gion.  You have
gone too far.”

LifeSiteNews

Ed i tor: Of course what she wrote had noth ing to do
with de ny ing some one’s re li gious free dom. But they
want to deny Eliz a beth Marbach her re li gious free dom
to be lieve what Chris tians have be lieved for al most
2,000 years, not only that, but they also deny her the
right to work. Seems like we are be ing groomed for the
Mark of the Beast. 

School Lunches Denied

URGENT: The Biden ad min is tra tion and Cal i for nia 
state of fi cials have taken away the lunch money of
low-in come kids be cause their Chris tian school does n’t

com ply with its rad i cal re def i ni tion of “sex” in Ti tle IX. 
  The Church of Com pas sion, a non-de nom i na tional 

church in El Cajon, CA, op er ates a small Chris tian
school—Day spring Chris tian Learning Cen ter.  

  They are ded i cated to serv ing ev ery one in the com -
mu nity, and roughly 40 per cent of stu dents come from
low-in come fam i lies.  

  Now, be cause the school won’t vi o late its re li gious
be liefs, state and fed eral of fi cials have de nied its ap pli -
ca tion to con tinue re ceiv ing the school lunch fund ing it
has re ceived for al most 20 years.

Alliance Defending Freedom

Ed i tor: Com pas sion? They have none when it co mes to
push ing their agenda.

Inerrancy

“At the time the Evan gel i cal Lu theran Church in
Amer ica (ELCA) was formed in 1988, the Amer ica Lu -
theran Church (ALC) had within its con sti tu tion an un -
al ter able ar ti cle of faith that af firmed the Bi ble as the
‘in spired, in fal li ble and inerrant Word of God.”  It was
this un al ter able ar ti cle that re quired the ALC be dis -
solved and an en tirely new church be cre ated, rather
than have a tra di tional merger.  The ELCA de lib er ately
set aside this foun da tional, his tor i cal, and con fes sional
ar ti cle of faith re gard ing Scrip ture. 

The ELCA not only de nies the in er rancy of Scrip -
ture, they for bid it from be ing taught in their col leges
and sem i nar ies.  To day there is not a teacher in any
ELCA col lege or sem i nary who af firms the Bi ble as ”the 
in spired, in fal li ble and inerrant Word of God." 

From the article The Church’s Desperate Need For A
New Reformation.  By David R. Barnhart. From 

The Vine and Branches 
Vol. 38. Summer 2023, Issue 2

Planned Parenthood is America’s
Leading Abortion Provider

In 2018, the or ga ni za tion killed 345,672 chil dren,
plac ing Planned Par ent hood on the list of Amer ica’s lead -
ing causes of death right be tween can cer and ac ci dents.

What to Say When:  The Complete New Guide to
Discussing Abortion by Shawn Carney and Steve

Karlen.  © 2021 & 2022 by Shawn Carney and 
Steve D. Karlen



Scripture and the 
Gay Christian Movement

This is the first in a se ries of ar ti cles about the move -
ment to ac cept the gay life style within the Chris tian
church, in clud ing same-sex mar riage and or di na tion of
openly gay clergy.  Scrip tural texts will be looked at first
from the Gay move ment’s anal y sis of them and then from 
the exegetical ap proach of what the verses are say ing.

God’s Cre ation

“Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our im -
age, ac cord ing to Our like ness; and let them rule 
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the
sky and over the cat tle and over all the earth, and 
over ev ery creep ing thing that creeps on the
earth.”  And God cre ated man in His own im age, 
in the im age of God He cre ated him; male and fe -
male He cre ated them.  And God blessed them;
and God said to them, “Be fruit ful and mul ti ply,
and fill the earth, and sub due it; and rule over
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky,
and over ev ery liv ing thing that moves on the
earth.”  (Gen e sis 1:26-28)

Gay Ar gu ment

This does not for bid ho mo sex u al ity, it sim ply does -
n’t re fer to it.  Same sex un ions could not have pop u lated
the earth.  These verses can not be seen as a model for all
het ero sex ual cou ples be cause some are child less and/or
not hav ing sex ual re la tions.  They do not con form to the
Gen e sis ac count. 1

Bib li cal Re sponse

God Cre ated Male and Fe male. (Gen. 1:27)  God cre -
ates men and women and that is all He cre ates and He
did n’t make a mis take.  We are not free to try and be able
to try and change that gen der re gard less of how we feel. 
Be cause even if you change the parts – You have n’t
changed the gen der be cause that is built into your very
skel e ton and even in the DNA.  All peo ple need to do is
look at the gen der they were cre ated by God with at their
birth.

God’s de sign then is for com ple ment ing gen ders to
re pro duce when He says, “Be Fruitful and Mul ti ply.” 
This is how God de signs for the earth to be filled with
peo ple – through a man and a woman in mar riage to pro -
cre ate and raise up off spring – in a Fam ily.  God has de -
signed each gen der to per form a spe cific pur pose.

“Now the man called his wife’s name Eve, be cause
she was the mother of all the liv ing.”  (Gen e sis 3:20)
Only a Fe male can do this.  When like gen ders try and
come to gether they can not re pro duce.  The only way that
like gen ders can have a fam ily is through adop tion or  in
one way, shape or form, a male or his sperm had to in ter -
act with a fe male and her egg.  This is the only way that
God has de signed man kind to re pro duce.  If left to them -
selves, all gay peo ple would cease in one gen er a tion be -
cause they can not re pro duce.  This de fies God’s cre ation
of man and woman and the com mand to “Be Fruit ful and
Mul ti ply.” (Gen. 1:28)

To state that het ero sex ual cou ples who are not able to 
con ceive do not fit the Gen e sis ac count in in cor rect. 
There is some thing bi o log i cally wrong in couples like
this, but they are still within God’s frame work of de sign
for the fam ily.  Like gen der re la tions are not in God’s de -
sign and are never able to re pro duce by their very de sign
from God.

This fits ex actly the con text of Gen e sis chap ter one
and God’s cre ation of liv ing crea tures as well.  “Then
God said, “Let the earth bring forth liv ing crea tures af ter 
their kind: cat tle and creep ing things and beasts of the
earth af ter their kind”; and it was so.  And God made the
beasts of the earth af ter their kind, and the cat tle af ter
their kind, and ev ery thing that creeps on the ground af ter
its kind; and God saw that it was good.”  (Gen e sis
1:24-25)  The of ten re peated phrase “af ter their kind”
means that these crea tures re pro duce af ter their very spe -
cies that they were cre ated to be in the first place.  A ram
mates with a ewe and the end re sult is a sheep.  This is the
de sign that God has placed into an i mals by their in stinct. 
A fe male does n’t try to mate with an other fe male be cause 
God has n’t de signed them to do that be cause it does n’t
pro duce off spring.  God af firms this in Romans 1:27, “…
men aban doned the nat u ral func tion of the woman.”
The nat u ral func tion is literally that which is “according
to na ture.”

This is true of all liv ing things, es pe cially peo ple as
they are not like the ru di men tary beasts of the field, but
are cre ated in the Im age of God and have a knowl edge
and a con scious ness from God that is far greater.  

Pastor Jim Haga
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If a rooster and a hen had gender
identity issues, you wouldn’t be

ordering chicken to eat!

1 The Gay Debate:  The Bible and Homosexuality by Matthew Vines on YouTube
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Thoughts Of A 
Church School Teacher

By Grace Gabrielsen

Our church schools do not ex ist for “nice” peo ple. 
They are not there only to trans mit to a new gen er a tion à
her i tage of some well-loved Bi ble sto ries.

They do not ex ist to en ter tain or to serve as a place to
meet friends.  They are not there to teach Bi ble verses or
Cat e chism, as ends in them selves.

Our church schools ex ist so that per sons may see
their sin ful ness and the Christ who died so that they may
be for given, and that be liev ing they may grow in Chris -
tian knowl edge, faith, and life.

As teach ers, we are con cerned about the spir i tual life
of our pu pils.  That’s why we are teach ing. While our ba -
sic spir i tual need, that of re ceiv ing God’s for give ness,
will re main con stant through out life, it will be ex pressed
and ac knowl edged in dif fer ent ways at dif fer ent times. 
As teach ers, we need to be aware of this and be come sen -
si tive to some of the lev els of un der stand ing and ex pe ri -
ence that can be ex pected at dif fer ent pe ri ods of life.  The
pre school child, for ex am ple, can think of sin in terms of
dis obe di ence and can learn that he needs God’s for give -
ness for what he has done wrong….

As Lu ther ans, we be lieve that spir i tual life is pow er -
fully re lated to Holy Bap tism.  We be lieve that in Bap -
tism, God adopts the child as His own and gives him the
gift of the Holy Spirit…

But even for the bap tized child, there is an other sense 
in which he needs to be awak ened.  For he does not fully
un der stand what this son ship im plies and though adopted 
as God’s own, he still pos sesses a sin ful na ture.  He of ten
re bels against his Heav enly Fa ther. So, daily there is a
need to be awak ened to his true sit u a tion, for ac knowl -
edg ing the need for a Sav ior.  At each age, even the youn -
gest, there is a need for an aware ness of dis obe di ence and
in dif fer ence to God, and also for the knowl edge that God
is lov ing and for giv ing.  This need is NOT merely for a
more pos i tive re la tion ship with per sons in gen eral; the
need is for for give ness from the Heav enly Fa ther!

How ever, as teach ers, we shall also be teach ing some 
pu pils who have not been bap tized or who have fallen
away from their bap tis mal cov e nant.  Spir i tual awak en -
ing in these cases in volves more ex clu sively a will ing -
ness to ac knowl edge one’s need for God’s grace and
for give ness.

From the book “The Holy Spirit and Our Faith” 
by J.N. Kildahl, © 1937, 1960 

Augsburg Publishing House

Ed i tor: Are you a Sunday School teacher, know a

Sunday School teacher or in charge of Sunday School
teach ers? This would be a good ar ti cle to share with
them, to make sure they are not just teach ing our chil dren
cute lit tle sto ries. 

Je sus Was Weary

“Je sus there fore, be ing wea ried with His jour ney, sat
thus by the well.” (John 4:6)

It is a great bless ing to know and be lieve that He who
to day sits at the right hand of God and has all power in
heaven and on earth, has walked here on earth as one of
us.  He ap pre ci ated friend ship highly and felt wounded
and dis ap pointed when friends went away and left Him to 
fight alone.  He lay down in the boat and slept while the
storm raged and the bil lows beat against it, and He sat
down by the well of Sychar, tired and hun gry af ter a wea -
ri some jour ney. 

We hu man be ings well know what it means to get
tired and hun gry.  Let us only think of mother.  While oth -
ers sleep, she must of ten stay awake, and when oth ers
have had their rest, she must go to work to gether with
them.  But in gen eral there is more than enough of that
which makes us weary.  Boat and plow, fac tory and mo -
tor, store and of fice, all wear on mind and nerves: a strug -
gle on land and sea reg u larly ev ery day to get food for self 
and fam ily—those are the work ing con di tions for most of 
us un til we lie down to sleep the last sleep.  But He who
has tried life here be low both on land and on sea, He ex -
tends His hands to bless all this toil and strug gle. He who
has in nu mer a ble hosts of an gels at His dis posal, He sends 
them to guard us in the strife, and to help us in the work. 

Let us to day also go to our toil cheer fully.  Je sus is
go ing to be with us.  It is in this work for the church that
He wants to serve us. We are to con duct wor ship in work -
ing clothes.

Work, for the night is com ing, 
Work through the morn ing hours; 
Work while the dew is spar kling, 
Work ‘mid spring ing flow ers; 
Work when the day grows brighter, 
Work in the glow ing sun; 
Work, for the night is com ing, 
When man’s work is done. 

Thy Kingdom Come by Ludvig Hope, © Copyright
1939 Augsburg Pub lishing House

Ed i tor: I hope to whet your ap pe tite for the writ ings
of Ludvig Hope in the com ing is sues.  The Hauge
Innermission just re printed the Book “Spirit and Power”
by Hope and it is avail able for a $12 dol lar do na tion. Use
the en ve lope in the cen ter of the Morn ing Glory to or der.



The Holy Spirit and Our Faith
Spir i tual Awak en ing

If a worldly-minded per son is to re pent and be lieve in
the Lord Je sus Christ, it is ab so lutely nec es sary that he be
awak ened.  Scrip ture calls the nat u ral con di tion of man a
sleep and cries out, “Awake, O Sleeper!”  So long as a per -
son sleeps in sin, he is not con scious of his true con di tion. 
He does not feel his sin, nor is he alarmed about the judg -
ment of God, and he does not seek sal va tion from sin and
judg ment.  So long as a per son sleeps, he does not heed the 
call of God, but re sists the grace of fered him and con tin ues 
to live with out Christ and there fore with out God.  God
does not lead sleep ing sin ners into heaven.  An awak en ing
is there fore ab so lutely nec es sary. 

How Much Awak en ing Is Needed?

If a per son de sires to be con verted and saved, then he
is suf fi ciently awak ened, for grace is free to all who want
it.  A spir i tual awak en ing is nec es sary to make us will ing
to ac cept grace, not in or der to in duce God to give us His
grace.  It is a great sin for you to go about imag in ing that
God will not re ceive you un til you are more strongly and
in tensely awak ened.  Un be lief lies at the bot tom of such
think ing.

How in tense then must the spir i tual awak en ing be to
be suf fi cient?  Since the only aim and pur pose of a spir i -
tual awak en ing is to make the sin ner will ing to be saved, it
is in tense enough when the sin ner is will ing to let God
save him.  How ever, it must be so strong, at least, that a
sin ner no lon ger will or can find rest in sin and world li ness
and un cer tainty.  It must be so strong that he can not find
rest in any thing but the grace and sal va tion that are in
Christ, and in the as sur ance in his heart that he has for give -
ness of sins in the blood of Christ.

He who can not be sat is fied with any thing less is spir i -
tu ally awak ened.  He who has this need, this de sire or
long ing in his heart, is spir i tu ally awak ened.  How he
came to feel such a need and long ing, or how this de sire is
man i fested is of no con se quence.  The only thing of im -
por tance is this: Do you want to be saved?  Do you de sire
this so ear nestly that you can not be sat is fied with any thing
less? 

Should you find that this de scribes your own sit u a -
tion, per mit me to say to you: Do you wish to be come a
child of God?  If you do, then do not go around wait ing for
fur ther awak en ing. Ev ery thing is ready.  God is wait ing
for you.  The way to God is open.  Christ has opened it. 
“And let him who is thirsty come, let him who de sires take
the wa ter of life with out price.”

By J.N Kildahl.  © Copyright 1937 and 1960
Augsburg Publishing House 

FOREWORD to the book Scriptural
Evangelism

IT IS not only true that we are saved by grace; but it
is equally true that we are saved to bear the fruits of faith
in an obe di ent life of ser vice.  We are not only jus ti fied by 
faith in Je sus Christ, but we are set apart for a life in sanc -
ti fi ca tion to grow in grace in a hum ble and use ful life. 
We are not only to cling to the Cross with the right hand
of faith, but with the left hand of love we are to seek to
res cue the per ish ing and help them to reach the same safe
place that we have found at the foot of the Cross of the
Cru cified One.  We are not to be so one-sidedly ob jec tive
in stress ing what Christ has done for us that we ne glect
the sub jec tive and ex pe ri en tial side of Chris tian ity, what
Christ will do in us and through us.  In our teach ing and
preach ing we must stress the prac ti cal as well as the doc -
trinal phase of Chris tian faith.  Chris tian ity is real, vi tal,
fruit ful.  Faith with out works is dead, says James. 

We thank God for the un com pro mis ing doc trinal
stand of our Lu theran Church in these days of mod ern -
ism.  But we need em phat i cally to re-state and put into
prac tice the doc trine of the “Priest hood of Be lievers” in
all its prac ti cal im pli ca tions.  We need to em pha size in di -
vid ual re spon si bil ity in per sonal soul-win ning work, and
the stew ard ship of time, tal ent and money.  It is not
enough to stress the teach ing and train ing of chil dren and
youth, that they may be soundly in doc tri nated and helped 
to re main faith ful and loyal to the Lu theran Church and
to Christ. Evan ge lis tic preach ing in our pul pits and per -
sonal work on the part of all be liev ers must be urged to
win back the many un saved with out and within our con -
gre ga tions. 

The great need of the church to day is a God-sent,
Spirit filled re vival to awaken the many luke warm and
ne glect ful Chris tians to a per sonal re spon si bil ity in
soul-win ning, and to re vive and win back the large num -
ber of worldly-minded and un saved, who have ei ther
drifted away from the church or are still mem bers of our
con gre ga tions. 

C.K.Solberg, Pastor, St Paul’s Lutheran Church,
Minneapolis, MN, Copy right © 1935,Thanksgiving

Day, No vem ber 28, 1935 by C. K. SOLBERG. 
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“There is noth ing that makes us love
a man so much as pray ing for him.” 

Wil liam Law
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A Story From The Revival 
Of The 1930’s In Norway

How won der ful it would be if some one could an -
nounce to his church by the Holy Spirit’s in spi ra tion:
“This year re vival will come to this church!”  That’s
what a hum ble, pray ing care taker an nounced in the
Beth le hem Church in down town Oslo, Nor way. What
an amaz ing story! It took place in the early 1930s.

Rev. Thorleif Holm-Glad was the as sis tant pas tor at
the Beth le hem Church and was also a lead ing evan ge list 
in Nor way.  He was walk ing through the empty sanc tu -
ary when the care taker stopped him with an an nounce -
ment: “See these empty seats?  This year there will be
re vival in this church!”  Holm-Glad was star tled.  He
was well aware of the many empty seats in their church
ser vices.  But he also knew the care taker.  The care taker
was a hum ble, soft-spo ken man.  He was not a plat form
man or pub lic speaker.  He was just a quiet man do ing
his job well, and he was a man of prayer, an in ter ces sor.

“This year there will be re vival in this church!” 
Holm-Glad was also a mu si cian and a com poser. Those
words wanted to sing in him.  But could they re ally be
true?

Yes! That’s what hap pened, just as the care taker had 
spo ken.  That very year the re vival broke out in the
Beth le hem con gre ga tion.  And what a re vival it was!  It
seemed never to stop.  On and on it went, chang ing the
whole con gre ga tion, and bring ing re vival to other
churches all around – on and on to churches all over
Nor way.  It turned out to be one of the great est re viv als
of this cen tury.  The meet ings went on and on for about
nine years, as the heav enly fire kept on burn ing.  In con -
nec tion with the Beth le hem con gre ga tion alone, thou -
sands re pented and were con verted to Christ. Like the
north ern lights, the re vival lit up the land of Nor way.

The next year af ter the care taker had spo ken those
words, in the midst of the on go ing re vival, the con gre -
ga tion had a fes ti val, cel e brat ing the out break of the
awak en ing.  Once again, the care taker came to
Holm-Glad.  “Do you re mem ber a year ago when I told
you there would be re vival in this church that year?”

“How could I ever for get it?” Holm-Glad re plied.
“Now,” said the care taker, “the Lord al lows me to

tell you some thing I was not free to tell you then.”
He took Holm-Glad up into the pul pit.  As they

stood there to gether, the care taker said: “If you knew
how of ten – while clean ing this church – I knelt be hind
this pul pit and shed many tears, pray ing God to send the
Holy Spirit in re vival power to this church!”

Holm-Glad had a very ten der heart, and he wept

many tears as he would tell this story in his re vival meet -
ings.  More than one fire was kin dled when he struck
that match.

Oh, for more pray ing care tak ers [or for any pray ing
church mem bers], whom the Holy Spirit will en able to
an nounce, “This year there will be re vival in this
church!”

By Armin Gesswein, Heraldofhiscoming.org ,
May 2006

Few Saved

“Lord, are they few that are saved? And he said
unto them, Strive to en ter in by the nar row door:

for many, I say unto you, shall seek to en ter in, and 
shall not be able”  (Luke 13 :23.24).

ARE they few that are saved?
This is, in truth, a per ti nent ques tion. Many in our

day would an swer at once: All. All are saved. 
If any one dares to men tion eter nal per di tion, they

ask: Do you re ally be lieve that there is such a thing as
eter nal per di tion?  No ed u cated per son be lieves that any
more. Would a good and mer ci ful God do any thing so
bru tal and sense less as to tor ture His op po nents in all
eter nity? 

I ad mit openly that no thought is as pain ful to me as
the thought of eter nal per di tion. I am not able to think of
it very long at a time. 

But the time is past in my life when I per mit my
thoughts and my feel ings to de cide what is the truth.  Je -
sus is my au thor ity.  I be lieve in Je sus Christ.  Also when 
He speaks of eter nal per di tion. 

But peo ple say that it is not com pat i ble with God’s
mercy.  Pause a lit tle, my bold friend, be fore you up -
braid Je sus for not be ing mer ci ful. When you have
walked the way He trod in mer ci ful love unto death it -
self, then you can be gin to speak of mercy. 

No one reaches the place of eter nal suf fer ing be -
cause God has ceased to be mer ci ful. He does so be -
cause he has taken an at ti tude to ward the mercy of God
in which not even a mer ci ful God can save him from
eter nal woe. 

My friend, are you saved?  Or are you also drift ing
along to ward eter nal per di tion? 

Taken from God’s Word for Today by O. Hallesby.
© 1937 by Augsburg Publishing House,

used by permission.



You Can Avoid Arraignment 
In Heaven’s Court 

Our na tion’s me dia sources leave no short age of
news about all the gov ern ment tri als go ing on. It’s at all
lev els from county to fed eral and to Su preme courts. 
This be ing the case, it’s not sur pris ing that in both nat u ral 
and spir i tual realms, there are court rooms.  The Bi ble
sup plies its read ers with cases of peo ple break ing its
laws.  Such acts might be de scribed as laws of Com mis -
sion, or what a per son does. 

The other tri bu nal might be de scribed as a vi o la tion
of Omis sion.  An ex am ple of this li a bil ity would be pros -
e cu tion for fail ure to pay taxes.  Such der e lic tion of duty
could land a per son be fore a judge over some thing
skipped.  It is a mat ter that the Scrip ture ad dresses, over -
look ing a re quire ment. 

The Lord holds all of His hu man cre ation ac count -
able to ac cept His Son Je sus Christ as their Lord and Sav -
ior and re ceive for give ness of sin based on His sac ri fi cial
death at Cal vary. 

Why is this nec es sary?  Be ing born with a sin ful na -
ture, it has to be dealt with by each one of us. Parts of
Acts 17:30-31 tell us that, “... Now God com mands all
men ev ery where to repent.  Be cause He has ap pointed a
day on which He will judge the world...” Fail ing and re -
ject ing to ac cept Christ whom all of us need, calls for a
post-earthly ap pear ance to stand be fore Him as Judge. 
These are His terms that can not be cir cum vented.  Mod -
ern day think ing sadly ig nores this re al ity, be cause of
God’s ho li ness.  The prob lem of evil must be ad dressed. 
Fallen an gels along with Sa tan will have their day in
God’s court as well.  Only ac cep tance of God’s Son’s
shed blood to atone for man’s sin can re deem a per son. 
Shutting the Sav ior out of your life car ries with it pun ish -
ment which is eter nal in na ture. 

This pros e cu tion takes place as God’s fi nal judg -
ment, called “the Great White Throne,” (Rev e la tion
20:12) or as man’s def i ni tion is, “dooms day.”  Thank -
fully a per son can choose or de cide be fore hand to avail

one self of God’s sal va tion plan.  This is a des tiny de ci -
sion, be it eter nal heaven or hell (with God or not with
God).  Liv ing with out Je sus in this life, a per son misses
out on God’s bless ings, peace, con tent ment, and God’s
Spirit in one’s heart.  Be lievers live in an tic i pa tion of
what God has planned for when Je sus’ fol low ers are es -
corted to heaven.  This is when the Lord has what He
started out to have, a per fect cre ation, not hous ing sin ners 
(un saved), only the for given. 

When will this fi nal judg ment take place?  We read
Bi ble pas sages that it’s oc cur rence will fol low the mil len -
nium and pre cede other di vine judg ments.  Peo ple who
died with out giv ing their lives to Je sus, will have their
bod ies raised also. 

Paul writes that at death, Chris tians be come pres ent
with the Lord, but their bod ies are planted in the ground,
how ever their soul and spirit go to be with God.  When
the Lord Je sus re turns back to earth, all the be liev ers are
re united with their glo ri fied bod ies, mak ing up His Bride
the Church, and will be es corted back to heaven with
Him. 

Fol low ing them, the un saved will awaken from
where they have been ex ist ing and will take part in the
sec ond res ur rec tion, Rev e la tion 20:5.  We have n’t been
told the lo ca tion where God will con duct His ar raign -
ment for all who have been brought there. 

What do we know about this proph e sied event?  It
will in volve only un for given sin ners as sem bled in God’s
pres ence.  Their names are miss ing in the Lamb’s Book
of Life. In Rev e la tion 20:12 John wrote, “And I saw the
dead, small and great, stand ing be fore God, and the
books were opened, and an other book was opened,
which was the Book of Life...”  God uses the word
“which” who failed to sur ren der their lives to Je sus. 
When they were liv ing on earth, they may have been
good peo ple, moral, gen er ous, and kind.  While the Bi ble
does n’t cite man-made con di tions, He wants your heart
and life with out any con di tions.  I trust you will do so, so
that you may be long to Je sus Christ as well!  

Submitted by Bill King, Princeton MN

Ed i tor: Bill also wrote, “I be gin read ing the Morn ing
Glory the day it co mes. It al ways feeds my soul.” Thanks, 
Bill, for the en cour age ment.  Also, a note to our read ers,
we en cour age you to sub mit ar ti cles for con sid er ation. 
We can’t al ways prom ise when we will print or if we will
print. Writ ings from fa vor ite au thors are wel come, pref -
er a bly Lu theran, but not re quired.  Better yet how about
tell ing us how God spoke to you through your morn ing
scrip ture read ings and de vo tions? 
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“God in His mercy forgives sin, God
in His grace removes the guilt of sin
and when the guilt of sin is removed,

the power of sin is broken.”  

Matthew Henry
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Sermons on the Second Series
of Gospel Texts

Seek the Lord!
by Pas tor O. C. Dahlager
Text: Mat thew 5:17-19

Is it your de sire to gain en trance to heaven?  To this
ques tion most will an swer yes, but it can not be com -
pletely, prop erly meant by any one other than the be liev -
ing soul who has found the heav enly way, who sees that
Je sus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.  In any case,
you can not, O soul, mean it se ri ously while con tin u ing
your life in the ser vice of sin ful un righ teous ness, you
who with im pu dence tram ple on God’s com mand ment,
and who are not will ing to take your ref uge in Him who
is come to ful fill the law.  If you only would think a lit -
tle, then you would im me di ately see the law’s strong de -
mand upon you.  Your sin would come alive.  You would 
come to ex claim:

I see my sin, ‘tis great in deed
in thought and word and very deed.

Then there co mes a cry for sal va tion, and you would 
ex pe ri ence that He is both mighty and will ing to save
even the fore most among sin ners.

The work of the law is first to con vict the sin ner of
sin and of God’s wrath over sin, next it fright ens and
drives the seek ing soul to Christ.  In the law, the be liev -
ing soul will see the fruits that faith shall bear.  See to it,
then, that you walk ac cord ing to the Lord’s pre cepts
from day to day.  Let His word be a lamp for your feet
and a light for your path.  Then you will see, through the
power of Christ, how you will be able to put to death and 
slay sin un der all its forms.  You will be ar rayed these
glo ri ous deeds, which be fore were so for eign to you:
com pas sion, good ness, hu mil ity, meek ness, pa tience. 
You will not be come per fect, no, far from it.  Sin clings
to the be liever as long as he is in this world.  There fore,
it re mains a daily bat tle, and even if we do not ob tain a
full vic tory, yet we nev er the less have Him who has the
vic tory over all the en e mies of our sal va tion.  Amen.

From the Eighth Sunday af ter Trin ity
by Pas tor L. H. Froyen
Text: Mat thew 7:12-14

Je sus con cludes His ser mon on the mount with an
ad mo ni tion to us to go in through the tight gate, and en -
ter upon the nar row way, so that we may at tain hap pi -
ness here and bless ed ness here af ter.  Je sus com mands

here in His word, be cause He says, Ev ery thing, what -
ever you de sire that a man should do to you, that shall
you also do to them.  All the law and the proph ets com -
mand this.

Here the be liever, the self-righ teous, and the un -
godly can look in the mir ror, and see his guilt be fore
God.  It is nec es sary that the law does its work in us if
there is to be any proper un der stand ing of grace.

Je sus showed that we can not by our own power do
what the law de mands.  Je sus does not de mand more
than He gives power to do.  There fore He says: Go in
through the tight gate.  A gate into sal va tion, peace and
hap pi ness is open for all, even for the fore most sin ner on 
earth, for He is come to seek and to save the lost.  Still,
how dif fi cult it is for flesh and blood to ex pe ri ence the
sor row of the new birth, yet it is nec es sary all the same,
for un less one is born again, he can not see the king dom
of God. 

The soul wants to prog ress to com mu nion with
God.  The life of self-righ teous ness wants to re main
stuck.  The life of sin is stuck.  Now the gate be comes
tight.  All ex ter nal pow ers must go away, if we are to
come through the gate.  There co mes the bat tle.  Ei ther
one gives up all one’s own, and al lows him self to be
saved by grace through faith in Je sus, and ob tain life, or
one keeps ev ery thing and ob tains death.  Je sus speaks
about a wide gate and a broad way, where there is room
enough for all types of sin, but it ends in per di tion.  This
way is the most nat u ral for flesh and blood, there fore are 
there many who go on it.  Away from the world and to
God!  Away from self-righ teous ness, and into the true
righ teous ness which avails be fore God!  Away from the
life of sin, and to Him who for gives sins on earth.  The
Lord ad mon ishes His peo ple and says: Come and let us
rea son to gether, though your sins are like crim son, they
shall be white as snow, though they are red as scar let,
they shall be like wool.  The gate is tight, also be cause
the sal va tion is en tirely a work of God’s Spirit in our
hearts through faith in Je sus Christ.  By grace are you
saved through faith, and that not of your selves, it is the
gift of God.

But the gate is tight, and the way is nar row.  For the
way is nar row which leads to life.  It is not un til we have
gone through the tight gate of con ver sion by faith in the
blood of Je sus which cleanses from all sin, that we ob -
serve that the way of sanc ti fi ca tion is nar row.  Paul ex -
claims: and all who would live godly in Christ Je sus,
shall be per se cuted.  Be lievers to day have ex pe ri enced
that the way is nar row.  The old na ture will so of ten
come to power again.  Sin ful de sires will raise them -
selves up, la zi ness and slug gish ness fol low as a cor rod -
ing power.  Thus ex ter nal per se cu tions and dif fi cul ties



come, which make the way nar row.  For much of that
which makes the way nar row, we have our selves to
blame.  This way is new, and there is so much to learn,
and it goes so slowly to learn of Him who is meek and
hum ble of heart.  But he who has be gun the good work,
will ful fill it un til the day of Je sus Christ.  But if the way
is nar row, yet it nev er the less has a glo ri ous goal—it leads 
to life, not as the broad way to per di tion.  With such a
view in mind, that the nar row way leads to life, we go for -
ward in spite of dif fi cul ties, in deed, even if it should cost
our lives.  It cost Je sus His life to open the way to Par a -
dise.  But life tri umphed over death on Easter morn ing.

The nar row way lies hid den.  There are few who find
it.  It is a way of faith, we are not able to find it our selves
with out the Spirit’s en light en ing through the Word.  The
broad way is best suited to our na ture.  On the broad way,
each can be who he is by na ture.  The gate and the way
are broad enough for ev ery thing one can carry with him. 
The Phar i sees thought that Je sus made the way too nar -
row and dif fi cult for them.  The Phar i sees to day think the
same, and choose a way of their own by tak ing a lit tle
care of the ex te rior—but the heart is un con verted.  The
nar row way is, nev er the less, not so hid den that the seek -
ing soul can not find it.  All those who the Holy Spirit has
awak ened from their spir i tual sleep, that they have be gun 
to seek the sal va tion which is to be found, will con fess:
they did not find the way by their own power, but the
Holy Spirit gave power to grasp Je sus in faith.  May we
daily find this way to Je sus’ heart, un til we reach the goal.  
Amen.

To day, It’s Not Too late

The Day is com ing when ev ery knee will bow, let me
say that again, the day is com ing when ev ery knee will
bow and con fess that Je sus Christ is Lord. (Philippians
2:10) The prob lem will be that for most of man kind it
will be too late.  That day will be Judg ment Day.  The
great and the small, pres i dents, kings and gar bage col lec -
tors will stand be fore God and He will sep a rate the sheep
from the goats, and there will be no ar gu ments, there will
be no law yers, all will stand si lent, for all will be con -
vinced of their guilt, and Je sus will say “de part from me
all you work ers of in iq uity, all you law break ers.”  Their
only re sponse as they are sent to a God less hell will be to
con fess that “Je sus is Lord”, only it will be too late. 

 Bee tho ven on his death bed said “Too bad, too bad!
It’s too late!”  But it’s not too late, as long as it’s called to -

day; it’s not too late, for to day is the day of mercy.  If you
have never bowed your knee, if you have never had the
mind of Christ to hum ble your self, and the mind of Christ 
to empty your self so that Christ can come in and be Lord
of your life, why don’t you do it to day?  To day is the day
of sal va tion.  To day when you hear his voice do not
harden your heart.  Have the mind of Christ and hum ble
your self, if you wait, you will be hum bled by judg ment. 
One day ev ery knee will bow, since you’re go ing to have
to do it some day, you might as well do it to day while
grace abounds.  For to day we live in the day of grace.
Amen.

WMA

Two Gifts of Grace

“For to you it has been granted for Christ’s sake, not
only to be lieve in Him, but also to suf fer for His sake.”
(Phil. 1:29) 

This would not be a pop u lar ser mon text across our
great land. For one thing, we know lit tle of suf fer ing in
our coun try. Oh, lis ten ing to pol i ti cians you get the idea
that half of our coun try is suf fer ing, but even our poor are 
better off than prob a bly 90 per cent of the rest of the
world. And I know that peo ple do suf fer, they suf fer
through can cer and other dis eases, and they suf fer at the
hands of wicked peo ple, which are too many to men tion.
I don’t want to min i mize that, but Paul is talk ing about
some thing dif fer ent here.

 Paul says, “For to you it has been granted.” When I
did a word study on this verse, I found the word
“granted” a lit tle dis con cert ing, for at the root of that
Greek word, I found “Charis”, grace. Paul talks about
two things here that are gifts of grace. The first is to be -
lieve, and we all un der stand and thank God for the gift of
sav ing faith. But the sec ond thing he says, it is a gift of
Grace to suf fer for His sake. The gift of suf fer ing, that’s
one we are a lit tle hes i tant to un wrap. How does this
square with the “God loves you and has a won der ful plan
for your life” mes sage we have all heard far too of ten? O
God does love you, and he does have a won der ful plan
for your life, it will be the ad ven ture of a life time, no, the
ad ven ture of all eter nity, but Paul says that the plan is
two fold; we are given two gifts of grace in this life. The
gift of be liev ing in Christ, and the gift of suf fer ing for His 
sake. 

WMA
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Please make do na tion checks out to Hauge Innermission and not to Morn ing Glory.
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Spirit and Power

Ludvig Hope was a Nor we gian
lay preacher, writer, teacher and
or ga nizer.  He was a pop u lar
preacher from the late 1890’s
and would gather up to 5,000 lis -
ten ers at his meet ings.  Dur ing
World War II, he was im pris -
oned at the Grini con cen tra tion
camp, af ter hav ing signed a pro test let ter to gether
with other church lead ers.

This book is filled with solid Biblical meat for those
who want to walk in depth with the Lord.  It is writ -
ten from a Lu theran piet ist ic perspective and con -
tains 40 chap ters of ex po si tion on dif fer ent as pects
of how God works to bring a lost sin ner to be saved
and then to fol low Je sus in the Power of the Holy
Spirit.  This is not ca sual read ing, but ear nest di rec -
tion for any one want ing to take up their cross and
fol low the Lord.  Sug gested Of fer ing:  $12.00

The Hauge Library
We have the fol low ing pub li ca tions avail able for
you.  They can be or dered us ing the en ve lope in the
cen ter.  Post age will be paid by an anonymous do nor.

Altar Steps

This daily devotional was
written by Pastor R.P. Haak -
onson  and was published in
1947.  It is suitable for families
with children.  It has il lus tra -
tions from daily life, and a
strong salvation emphasis. 
Suggested offering:  $8.00.

Mirror of the Heart

This book was pub lished in
1900 by an un known au thor.  It
con tains some very ear nest
med i ta tions and fer vent
prayers.  It also con tains ten
very graphic pic tures of the hu -
man heart.  In side the heart, the
devil is vi su al ized and also
seven an i mals rep re sent ing some of the most prev a -
lent sins found in the heart of the im pen i tent sin ner. 
These pic tures show how these an i mals as sins are
driven out of the heart when the sin ner is con verted
to God, but how they can re-en ter the heart if a per -
son falls away from grace.  One pic ture vi su al izes
the fear ful death of the un godly, and an other shows
the blessed death of the righ teous.  Sug gested Of fer -
ing:  $3.00.

Sinners in the Hands 
of an Angry God

Jon a than Ed wards preached this
re mark able ser mon at Enfield,
Conn. on July 8, 1741.  It was at
night while he was read ing it to a
large con gre ga tion, that the lights 
be came dim and he read with dif -
fi culty, and the in flu ence was so
great on the con gre ga tion that strong men and women
cried and screamed for mercy and even grabbed their
seats for fear they would slide into hell that very mo -
ment.  Sug gested Of fer ing:  $1.00.

Altar 
Steps 

Rev. R.P. Haakonson

SINNERSSINNERS
in the Hands

of an
ANGRY GOD

     Jon a than Ed wards


